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1, "Women sre much vorse off under Communism than in Independent Poland. Formerly the
income of the father of a family sufficed for all his dependents. Now all mewbers 50X1-HUM
of the family, including the mother, have to wvork in order to meke ends meet.

‘Zlobeks'

2., "The emall children of pre-school age &re handed in at kindergirtens ('zlobekd) at
7 am  and stay there until © pms There are enougn zlobeks for all chlldren but
they give poor care: for 65 children there may be only one nurse, usually a half-
trained girl with no more qualifications than @ six-months’ course in pursing. The
chilAren get poor foed, badly cooked, 80 that many fall ill. If one child has some
contagious Ailment, &1l the others catch it, for the sick children are not isolated.
Oving to the lack of supervision the children often fight among themsives and return
home in a battered state. At the zlcbeks the children must learn Communist songs.
They were taught to call Stalinj‘grandfuther'( ‘diadzek Stu.lin“)u They are asked
about what the parents say at home.

| 50X1-HUM

{ | On the whole, hovever,
Comminist propaganda among young children does not have much influence - the children

tage zlfter their parents.
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.2-
Jobs

"To earn & living, vomen must take all sorts of heavy jobs. They sweep chimneys,
drive trucks, work in the comstruction industry (where they uswally carry loads)
snd on the docke. They work side by side with wen. They dress like men, wear old
discarded men's suits, tie their heir in a dirty handkerchief, use bad langusge
and forget that they are vomsn. If thay bave oo particular qualifications, they
sotually prefer such physical work es it  pays better thar the lower office jobs.

"But most of the women would much prefer to stay at home and do housevork. The
alleged independence of & job of cne's own is not valued at all. It is true that if
& vomab dees & man's job)she aleo gets & man's vage. BShe receives o sick leave.

17 she is preguant, she gots zo leave prior to childbirth, only three momths at
full pay after she birth. If she does mot retura o work after those thres moaths,
she loses her Job.

"Membership in the CP is important for gettimg s Job, thou? cRe MY oven get an
("avans syolsesny"),
A charvoman my get an office Job if she has charred long enocugh and has bBeen active

. politically. Guch office workers are & tearvible nuisance: scmetimes they cen hardly

read or write. At the Specinlists Polyelinic in Suosegin there was a clesning vomss,

Rugenis Wojcsechowska, vho had worked there for three snd a half years. Begecause she

vas & CP mowber ahe was promoted 4o be a docter's secretary. She made & uess of

everything, but Dr. Mgg_lg, the muuager of the polyeliaic and a Cemmnigt, refused

to do snything, eaying sBe would learn in time or be sent to & course. No top jeb 50X1-HUM
R be obteined by s voman, even vwith the best of traiuing, if she is net a CP 50X1-HUM
nember. & brilliant woman lavyer in Pesnaa whose father had been a

mag Jur (Mester of lav g0t & Job at Sscaecin ss secretary in a lav court witk

& salary of LSO zl. Yemnle Commmists without any training have jebs at 800-900 %)

monthly. Bometimes qualified women are dismismed to make roem for a OP activist.

21 vaTARcE

"The regime would 1like teo make the vomen think of aething dut thwir werk, dut vhem-
aver they can they dress as prettily as possidle. There is mo active propaganda
sgalnst this but one must be somewhst careful. If a vomsn 1s reslly chic, the UP

may ask questions: from vhere 4id you get these things, do you have relatives abroad
vwho send them to you!

"There are besuty parlours im the large towns, but they are expensive and the cos-
metics they sell are not good. Some sell smuggled goeds too, ef Nax Factor
lipsticks costing 287 z1. A facial and mekeup cost 45 zl. A good permanent wave

in Warsaw (about the sswe cuality es the West) costs 180 zl. An ordimary permanent
costs 35 21, but it mekei black "air turn reddish. The dying of grey hair costs
120 g1, but the dye comes out in & few weeks.

"The intersst in fashions ic great. There is only one fashion megazine in Poland -
Sviat Mody - wbich costs 10 21 and eppears once a year. No patterms are available.
The ready-made clothes industry offers little variety. Each model is made up in
thousands of copies. Everybody dresses more or lese alike, mostly in cheap garments
88 & good woollen dress costs 1200 z1l. Even a pretty silk scaxf costs 500 zl. Every-
body who is at all good at dressmaking sews for herself and invents her own fashions.
Mostly this means meking over one's 0ld things.
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9. "Young people study or work mest of the time. If they have free momente betveen
lectures,they quews for the family. Nobody can afford to spend much money on amase-
ments: & thestrs ticket costs 9-15 zl, a cinema ticket 3.60 - 6 31 and one mst queus i
for several hours. A glass of :
coffee with seaw milk and sugsr and & cake would cost nime zloty.

ehold nt

10, "Furaiture is very expensive: & bedroem set costs 4500 sl .; & dimingrosm set, six thousand
zl ; & couch, 800-1800 51¢ & table and six pedded chairs, 1200 51l; an iron bedstead
with & mattress 19 600 s13 o kitchen set (table, cupbesrd, 2 chairs, a beach, s tewel
raek) costs 2500 sl, An aluminium ssucepsn Bolding 2.5 1t costs 25 51 & platefive to seven
#1 1 & simple spoon, kaife or fork .50 s1j an sluminium teakettle 60 81 ; a coffes ‘
grinder Ig zlf & thin Turkish towel 18 sl; n sheet 60 51§ & pillow slip 35 5l
S qiu.l.t 2-6 u 81.Jhe quilts are of fairly good materisl tut stuffed with cotten anc
voo), net down.

~ond-
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